
UTAH MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION
MTNA Affiliate

STATE BOARD MEETING AGENDA
August 21, 2021

Welcome and Call to Order: Paula Manwaring, NCTM, President

1. Old Business
● Approval of Minutes: Jessica Hart, Recording Secretary

○ Patrice moved to approve, Denise seconded
● Treasurer Report and Updated Budget: Gloria Savage, NCTM, Treasurer

○ If you need a more detailed report for your area, reach out to Gloria. Taxes were
sent in July

○ Reimbursement form has been going very well. You can scan in receipts if that is
better

2. New Business (5 min total)
● UMTA Legacy, MTNA Foundation Fellow, Advocacy in Action Awards

○ All the nominations were wonderful. Nominations are open to the entire state,
then the Executive Board votes on them separately after carefully reading them.

○ UMTA Legacy Award goes to Judy Johnson and June Christenson
○ Foundation Fellow Award goes to Dr. Nancy Allred
○ Advocacy in Action Award is still in process of nominating

● MTNA Covid Guidelines- follow state and local health department; recommend
maintaining  masks & social distancing, sanitize surfaces. Refer to the MTNA website if
questions arise.

○ Each state is different, so check with our local state health department for any
specific questions

● Memoriam- Dr. Lynn Dean, St. George Chapter has passed away of complications due
to Covid-19.  Ellen Baggaley, Salt Lake Chapter has passed away after a long battle
with cancer. Bonnie Winterton has passed away.

● MTNA National Conference- March 26-30, Minneapolis, Minnesota - live, with virtual
options

3. Items of Discussion (5 min each)
● Possibility of raising chapter presenter fees - Arlene Gates

○ Some possible suggestions: UMTA can set the amount higher for the presenter
fee. Each chapter can set their own fee, in which case they need to be very open
about their fee to the presenters. The concern is for the smaller chapters who
don’t have as much of a budget as the larger chapters.

○ There are a lot of generous presenters that help the smaller chapters. Larger
chapters definitely want to pay more.

○ Could smaller chapters apply for a grant from the state to help compensate
them? Larger chapters could possibly contribute to that grant fund.

○ Raising this price could also affect the judging for AIM and MTNA Competitions



○ Travel fee was dropped because it was sometimes more costly than the
presenter fee.

○ Executive board will discuss this further, considering all the points of view and
will be sure to read the chat.

● Possibility of AIM Judging fees raised - Shawn Bastian, NCTM
○ The current $35/hr was set about 10 years ago, so it should probably be raised.
○ Do a budget study and see how a raise to $50/hr will affect the budget.
○ Would like to see it be the same across the board
○ Are there ways to raise the registration fees by a few dollars to help increase the

judging fees? Raise it to $10 for Performance Evaluations, and maybe raise the
collegiate fee to $18 or $25

○ Executive Board will discuss this at their next meeting
● Performance Evaluations: remove requirement to memorize pieces - Risha Russon

○ There isn’t much time for a student to prepare a piece when the semester starts
in August/September. We are also excluding students who can’t memorize
music in time or can’t memorize at all from getting a great experience.

○ If we open it up to not have a memorization requirement, it should be open
across the board. Don’t make it so those students can’t perform at the honors
recital.

● Performance Evaluations: allow duets and ensembles - Risha Russon
○ An item that has come up from teachers is to allow two piano pieces for

duets/ensembles. In the past, we haven’t had access to two pianos for the state
honors recital. We will have access to two pianos this year, so we could allow
two piano pieces, since the state honors recital will not be at the state
conference this year.

○ Another possibility is to allow chamber music.
● Performance Evaluations: add judges to the list on the state website - Risha Russon

○ Region chairs have been starting to use the list on the website. It is a short list
and there are more teachers who are capable and willing to be judges, so can
we get more names on the list?

○ Chapter Presidents should encourage their members to send their names.
○ Risha will send an email to the general membership.

4. Brief Reports as NEEDED (3 min each)- see committee reports sent out
● Student Programs

○ Chair/Immediate Past President - Laurisa Cope, NCTM
○ AIM - Shawn Bastian, NCTM

■ The AIM Chapter Chair meeting will be held Saturday, September 11 at
10:00. It will be a short Zoom meeting giving the AIM chairs information
on changes, updates and where to find all their testing supplies.

■ Summer AIM went very well. There were 38 students. Thanks to Bonnie
Jack for chairing this event.

■ 19 Students Qualified and Submitted applications for the AIM
Recognition Award. These awards will be given at the UMTA conference
in November. (Assuming there will be a Student Awards Reception this
year).



■ All testing for 2022 is being planned as "In Person", however online
testing can still be used as a backup.

■ Caroline Jennings is the AIM Teacher of the Year 2021.
■ Shawn Bastian has prepared a copyright form to be used with AIM. She

has also prepared another form that can be used for other UMTA events.
The forms will be available on the website. Filling out these forms should
eliminate any questions about whether copyright laws are being followed
when providing a copy of the music for a judge. Copyright form for will
be sent to Patrice this afternoon

○ Student Scholarship/Service - Melanee Ardizzone, NCTM
■ Debra Gamero Scholarship- All applications have been received. Judging

will take place during the next few weeks.
○ RCM - Leanna Minnick, NCTM

■ The RCM Mentorship Program is a free four-month program for teachers
who are new to the RCM Certificate Program. As a group, we will go
through the process of getting familiar with the program, introducing it to
students and parents, and preparing our students for their first exams
with ongoing support.

■ The program will be held through an online platform that is exclusive to
mentorship participants.

■ Each week, there will be some “lesson prompts”, with an invitation to
respond to the prompts on the platform and respond to other
participants’ answers. This is a 24/7 discussion board where you can
post anytime.

■ Regular Zoom check-in and “office hours” calls for live interaction will be
available. Classes will begin the first week of September. More
information is available on the website at rcmusic.com Teachers who are
interested should contact Janet Olsen at 801.326.0406.

■ Say Eow Quah has been awarded regional Outstanding RCM teacher of
the year.

■ Along with Heather Smith there are now 2 more teachers who have
completed their training and been accepted to the Royal Conservatory
Board of Examiners. They are; Pamela Jones from the Salt Lake area and
Brooke Hirst from the Northern Utah area.

○ RCM Chair-Elect - Janet Olsen
○ Performance Evaluations - Risha Russon

■ All regions with a chair officially have dates chosen for post deadline and
the evaluation date! I am still working on finding a judge for the Utah
county area, and I think I may have someone for the online division, but I
should know more tomorrow.

● Conference
○ Chair/1st Vice President - Denise Frost, NCTM

■ Big thanks to our new Registration Chair, Lynda LeCheminant.
■ After discussion with the Executive Board, the decision was made by

Denise Frost, Lynda LeCheminant, and Jessica Hart (old registration
chair), to have registration ONLINE ONLY.



● Chapter Presidents please be aware of members who might be
afraid of that and help them register :)

■ We are planning on foundation baskets from each chapter, as in the past,
in addition to an option to donate online when you register. Daniel Olson
(foundation chair) is looking for someone to help be in charge of baskets,
but likes the idea of both options. Besides providing foundation funds,
baskets are a fun tradition that brings chapters together and helps make
all aware of conference coming up.

■ We have some excellent presenters coming. A list will be sent out to the
chapter presidents so that they can get their chapters excited about the
conference.

■ Registration will open on Sept 15.
○ Assistant Conference Chair - Carmen Hall, NCTM
○ IMTF - Karen Johnson, NCTM

■ Instead of having a presentation, we want to get together and chat so
that we can get to know one another. We already do this on a local level,
but we want to get to know more people across the state on a more
personal level.

● Competitions
○ Chair/2nd Vice President - Patrice Hunt, NCTM

■ Official welcome to our two new chairs: Lisa Whatcott and Jihea
Hong-Park.

○ UMTA Piano Concerto - Cassie Mayfield/UMTA Instrumental Concerto - Lisa
Whatcott

■ The 2022 UMTA Instrumental Concerto Competition will be held February
12, 2022. The 2022 UMTA Piano Concerto Competition will be held
February 18-19.

■ Both competitions will be held in-person at Daynes Music in Midvale.
■ Registration opens January 3, 2022 and closes at 11:59 p.m. on January

17, 2022.
■ Entrant age is determined as of January 1, 2022.
■ Age divisions are as follows:

● Elementary: Age: 5–10 as of January 1st of the competition year.
Junior High: Age: 11–14 as of January 1st of the competition year.
Senior High: Age: 15-18 as of January 1st of the competition year.
Collegiate: Age: 19+ as of January 1st of the competition year

○ MTNA Instrumental - Elizabeth Lund, NCTM/MTNA Piano Performance - Jihea
Hong-Park

■ Registration deadline is Sept 15 th at 1:00 p.m. MST. The real work will
begin on September 16 th when both chairs will have to scramble to get
all the entrants organized, start uploading performance videos to the
YouTube channel to be used for the competition, and make sure
everything is ready before the competitions begin. A very large
undertaking!

■ Both competitions are being held online October 28-30, 2021.
■ Links to competition guidelines, as well as registration are found on the



UMTA website.
■ Judges have been secured for the piano competition. Judges are being

secured for the instrumental competition.
■ The entry fees are as follows:

● Junior (ages 11-14 as of January 1, 2022): $80 Senior (ages 15-18
as of January 1, 2022): $110

● Young Artist (ages 19-26 as of January 1, 2022): $120
○ MTNA Composition - Moragh Morrison

■ Twenty-nine competitors entered the UMTA Composition Competition
this year-from Elementary to Young Artist. The competition date closed
on the 30th of April and all the adjudications were finished by June 15th.

■ Winners will be put on the website
● Our award recipients for 2021 are:
● Elementary 1st Place, Alice Jeppesen, “The Dragon's

Tale”-student of Denise Frost 2nd Place, Will Woods,
“Dusk”-student of Juliet Preston 3rd Place, Angela Valladeres,
“The Leaping Dolphin”-Juliet Preston Honorable Mention, Morgan
Hatch, “A Rainy Spring”-student of Juliet Preston

● Junior 1st Place, Mattox Botkin, “Deep Sea”-student of Dr.
Stephen Allen 2nd Place, Christian Hewlett, "6
Variations”-student of Koji Attwood 3rd Place, Edward Lyman,
“Autumn Reverie”- student of Denise Frost Honorable Mention,
Luke Wallin, “Triumphant”-student of Carole Terry

● Senior 1st Place, Clayton R. Young, “Mountains, Storms, and
Saudade”-student of Diana Portzline 2nd Place, Spencer
Sanders, “Voyage of the Atlantic”-student of Kevin Olson 3rd
Place, Evan Anderson, “Tales of the Wind”-student of Kevin Olson
Honorable Mention, Timothy Petersen, “Searching”-student of
Cassie Mayfield

● Young Artist 1st Place, Bianca Quigley, "3 Pieces for
Piano”-student of Kimi Kawashima

■ MTNA Composition Competition -
● Entry deadline is 15 Sept, most entries will be submitted the day

before or the day of.
● Judging starts 20 Sept.
● Entry Fees:

○ Elementary (ages 5-10 as of January 1, 2022): $50 Junior
(ages 11-14 as of January 1, 2022):

○ $70 Senior (ages 15-18 as of January 1, 2022): $100
Young Artist (ages 19-26 as of January 1, 2022): $100

● The plan is to have 1 judge. 3 Judges are only required if there are
more than 7 entries in any division. In the process of selecting
and contacting a judge right now.

● Membership
○ Chair - Arlene Gates

■ Currently have about 340 members. There are about 180 members who



haven’t renewed, but they usually renew in the fall before the State
Conference.

■ If you have any phone or email updates, let Arlene know and she will
update it.

■ Chapter Presidents- if you are new, make sure your info is updated. You
can also put your chapter board on the website.

○ Certification - Lori Serr, NCTM
■ Currently, there are 7 teachers who have applications out. Since May, 3

teachers have completed. They are Sherstine Stephens, Draper Chapter,
Laurissa Neuenschwander, Davis & Weber State Chapters, and Angela
Toone, Sandy Chapter. Congratulations to these teachers!!

■ Next study group will begin in the Fall. Contact Lori Serr if interested.
■ She would like to see the state board certification numbers rise.

○ Local Associations/New Members - Rowena Bunce
○ MTNA Foundation - Daniel Olsen

■ Donations will be enabled on the registration website, but we will also
have physical baskets

● Collegiate Programs
○ Chair - Christian Bohnenstengel, NCTM

■ It will be a good year to be back in person to reconnect with the students
■ Collegiate Masterclass will be taught by Giorgi Latso. Gretchen Tanner

wanted to give first dibs to people who haven’t participated recently.
■ Collegiate Share- opened to all collegiate students, not just collegiate

chapters.
■ Collegiate Luncheon- want to get the students interacting together
■ Encourage collegiate members to attend the conference- it’s only $15!

○ Collegiate Chapters - Emily Ezola, NCTM
■ Westminster, SLCC, and possibly Snow College will hopefully be forming

collegiate chapters
○ Collegiate Faculty - Gretchen Tanner, NCTM

● Communications
○ Chair - Barbara Gill, NCTM

■ Big thank you to our outgoing members: Terry Peterson, Cody Goetz,
Rebecca Udy, and Shelly Hicken

■ Encourage everyone to renew their membership so that the website is up
to date.

■ Calendar information is helpful on the website- try to keep it updated.
■ She will try to continue to send out an email every third Thursday of the

month to try to get responses by the third Friday every month.
○ Historian - Angela McBride
○ Publicity - Jill Gubler, NCTM

■ We need photos and testimonials for the social media accounts.
○ Arts Awareness and Advocacy - Linda Cole

■ Linda Cole has prepared the invite and google nomination survey, for this
year’s Advocacy through Action Award. The invite was sent out on
August 11, 2021 by the UMTA. The deadline for sending in nominations



has been set for August 29th
■ Linda sent in a proposal “Advocating for Music and the Arts,” for the

upcoming UMTA 2021 State Conference, and have been accepted as the
30 minute presenter for the “Arts Advocacy Boxed Lunch” on Saturday.
This is what I plan on presenting, “The importance of keeping music alive
within the community, because it has helped with challenges and proves
itself as an important resource. “The Good Fairies in the World,” are the
Music Teachers. Learn how to spread the message to your students and
parents, who in turn, can spread the message out into the community, to
educational leaders, and to decision makers.

■ Obtaining an active membership to the Utah Cultural, Linda attended
their monthly Culture Conversation zoom meeting, entitled, “Launching
the Power of Community.” Discussed was “it’s all about being human.”
How to embrace and lift one another up through the power of the
community. Access what it is in the community that needs help. Also,
how can all the different types of families in the communities be flexible,
and overcoming barriers?

○ Website Co-Chair - Patrice Hunt/Website Co-Chair - Holiann Archer
■ Holli Archer is doing a great job as website co-chair. We have nearly all of

the chapter presentations for 2021-22 uploaded.
■ MTNA Performance/Composition Competitions are updated on the

website, as are the Concerto competitions.
■ A reminder to all areas to PLEASE check the information under their

stewardship and let Holli and Patrice know.
○ Newsletter - Amy Ferguson, replacing Terry Peterson

■ We would like to have live links.
■ The following dates would be the publish or email blast dates:

● September 1
● December 1
● March 1
● May 15

■ For each newsletter, we welcome a president's message. If it’s one more
thing to worry about it, we won’t include one.

■ Have those emailed out in time so that the information is not outdated.

5. Agenda Items for Next Board Meeting

6. Adjourn

Calendar - See state website UMTA AT-a-Glance and News for all event dates
● UMTA State Conference - Nov. 5-6, Thanksgiving Point
● MTNA Performance Competition Entry Deadline (online) - Sept. 15, 1:00pm
● Collegiate Symposium Call for Proposals Deadline - Sept. 30, 1:00 pm MST
● MTNA Performance Competitions Video Submission deadline - Oct. 15, 11:59 pm
● MTNA Performance Competitions (online) - Oct. 28-30, all day
● MTNA National Conference - Minneapolis, Minnesota, March 26-30, 2022



Upcoming State Board Meetings
● November 5-6, 7:00 am prior to the morning conference session. Continental breakfast

is provided
● January 15 - online
● June 11 - in person at Daynes Music, SLC
● August 20 - online

Attendees:
Paula Manwaring
Jessica Hart
Lori Serr
Christian Bohnenstengel
Carmen Hall
Tiffany Horrocks
Barbara Gill
Patrice Hunt
Shawn Bastian
Karen Johnson
Kim Fairbourn
Moragh Morrison
Arlene Gates
Amanda Bishop
Brian Bentley
Emilie Blake
Amy Ferguson
Angela McBride
Denise Frost
Nancy Allred
Laurisa Cope
Emily Ezola
Cassie Mayfield
Becky Brouwer
Bonnie Jack
Rachel Sego
Sean Steiner
Leanna Minnick
Risha Russon
Lisa Whatcott
Elizabeth Lund
Gloria Savage
Melanee Ardizzone



Holiann Archer
Connie Nay
Rowena Bunce
Hannah Sybrowsky


