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Message from Paula  

Teaching music can be such a wonder-
ful, life giving profession. Whether in 
person or online, our students bring us 
joy and exhilarating moments. We also 
experience challenging and frustrating 
moments as we strive to teach during 
various difficult situations—a controlling 
parent, a student’s learning disability, or 
a disinterested or defiant student. Our 
profession is unique as we ourselves 
are taught not only by one another, but 
also through our students. Yes, teaching 
music truly is a wonderful, life-giving 
profession. I hope that this Season of 
Spring brings each of us those growing 
and wonderful moments of joy. 
Thank you for your continual efforts as 
you strengthen our youth and adults 
alike through the art of creating joy 
through music. 
 
Paula Manwaring, NCTM 
UMTA State President 

 

 

 

MTNA Virtual National Conference                      

 The 2021 Virtual Conference will be held March 13–17, 2021  

 All National Conference Content will be available to all who register. 

MTNA Enrichment Grants, Deadline May 4, 2021 

University of Utah Chapter Meeting with Kevin Olson March 10, 2021 

 Teaching Tools to Combat “ The Creativity Crisis” details on page 3 

UMTA Virtual Conference available to watch through June 2021 

2021 UMTA Composition Competition April 30, 2021 

 

It’s time to get those creative composition skills going again. Last year we 
had 22 entrants; let’s enter more this year! With the low entrance fee of $10 
to $25 (depending on the entrant’s age) our students receive competent, 
skillful adjudication of all levels that will encourage the students to continue 

in the wonderful art of composition. 

Last year, one of our entrants expressed a desire to engage with other stu-
dents to learn about their compositional process. This sounds like a fun idea 
for those budding composers. If you have students that are interested in this, 
let me know and I will connect those that wish to collaborate. 
 
Happy Composing—Moragh Morrison  moraghmorrison@hotmail.com 
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Advocacy Through Act ion SPOTLIGHT  

Submitted by Cody Goetz  

 The role of Utah Cultural Alliance in Arts Advocacy  

As I write my March column, I find myself reflecting on how I balance my 
arts advocacy work and maintaining a full studio. As a private teacher, I 
find myself in a bubble of focus (now a literal bubble due to covid-19) oper-
ating a highly complex business—the weekly lessons, the planning and 
constant problem-solving of pianistic issues with students, and the barrage 
of emails and administrative work to keep the studio afloat. All of my ener-
gy is devoted to delivering a quality lesson experience because I know 
how much music-making and learning matters not only to a student’s over-
all personal development, but their quality of life. Which leads me to won-
der: how on Earth do I have time to advocate for the importance of music 
and arts in our society?  

What compounds this feeling of finding time to advocate, is that the world 
of arts advocacy—especially at the political level where legislation actually 
institutes change—can often feel daunting, overwhelming, and frustrating. 
I remember my first experience of Arts Day on the Hill last year during the 
2020 General Session as wading through large crowds and bustling lobby-
ists, waiting hours to only speak thirty seconds with a legislator on the im-
pact of arts funding, and wondering how this actually made any difference.  

Despite my feelings of smallness, luckily, I wasn’t alone. That event had 
been organized by the and many staff and board members banded togeth-
er to share their stories of how state funding positively impacted their arts 
organizations and created jobs (like mine over at Mundi Project!). Knowing 
that our storytelling was a small, but essential, part of UCA’s larger advo-
cacy plan made me feel that the little time I had to spend on arts advocacy 
was worth it.  

So, with the little precious time that you may have these days, I encourage 
you to check out how UCA advocates for all of us in the cultural industry. 
For over 40 years, UCA has focused on telling the story of the importance 
of the arts and culture to policy makers, private and public investors, and 
Utahns across the state. You may want to start with the 2020 State of 
Utah Culture Report to see how Utah has created a healthy culture of arts 
production, participation, and consumption. Or maybe check out their Cul-
ture Bytes Podcast that features arts organizations and professionals from 
throughout the state of Utah. And if you really want to up your advocacy 
game, check out the 45 Days of Advocacy campaign, sign up to receive 
Advocacy Alerts via text, sign current petitions for increased arts funding, 
or even become a UCA member. 

When we work together to advocate for the arts, we can achieve a vision 
of our community where the arts are always a prominent and accessible 
part of our society.  

 
Yours truly, 

 
Cody Goetz, MM 

 
UMTA Arts Advocacy Chair 

Goetz Piano Studio  

Mundi Project Community Coordinator  

 

 

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/utahculturalalliance/pages/19662/attachments/original/1613087282/LR-2020_Culture_Report_.pdf?1613087282
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/utahculturalalliance/pages/19662/attachments/original/1613087282/LR-2020_Culture_Report_.pdf?1613087282
https://www.utahculturalalliance.org/podcast_culture_bytes
https://www.utahculturalalliance.org/podcast_culture_bytes
https://www.utahculturalalliance.org/45_days_of_advocacy
https://www.utahculturalalliance.org/advocacy_alerts
https://www.utahculturalalliance.org/advocacy_alerts
https://www.utahculturalalliance.org/petitions
https://www.utahculturalalliance.org/membership_new
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UMTA has a handful of voice teachers. Leah Kennedy from the Bridgerland 
Chapter is one of them. She has been a member of UMTA for four years. 
How did this voice teacher find UMTA? Leah was working in the Caine Col-
lege of the Arts Dean’s office at Utah State University when she found UMTA 
on several CVs. Intrigued, she was led to the Bridgerland Chapter and has 
been an active member ever since. Leah finds the Fall UMTA Performance 
Evaluations to be a great supplement to the activities her students experi-
ence through NATS (National Association of Teachers of Singing). Her stu-
dents, ages 9-72, always have an adjudicated performance to look forward to 
in the fall and spring, in addition to their other performances throughout the 
year. Her class for teenage boys (ages 12-18) helps them to continue singing 
through their voice change and normalizes and celebrates their developing 
voices.  

Leah was working in the Caine College of the Arts Dean’s office at Utah 
State University when she found UMTA on several CVs. Intrigued, she was 
led to the Bridgerland Chapter and has been an active member ever since. 
Leah finds the Fall UMTA Performance Evaluations to be a great supplement 
to the activities her students experience through NATS (National Association 
of Teachers of Singing). Her students, ages 9-72, always have an adjudicat-
ed performance to look forward to in the fall and spring, in addition to their 
other performances throughout the year. Her class for teenage boys (ages 
12-18) helps them to continue singing through their voice change and nor-
malizes and celebrates their developing voices. 
 
Because of teaching and functioning exclusively online since March 2020, 
Leah’s students have a new skill of recording themselves and looking and 
listening to their videos objectively. Leah says her students are “more patient 
and consistent in their recordings.” Their increased use of technology has 
brought them to the point where it usually takes only 1-3 recordings to get a 
satisfying performance. Leah loves that because of their thorough prepara-
tion, her students can truly focus on putting their “hearts into a performance.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Leah Kennedy’s Studio 

 

 Join the U of U Collegiate Student Chapter  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Member Spotlight  Leah Kennedy  Bridgerland Chapter 
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Engage through Education  

AMT Magazine Moment   

submitted by Barbara Bryner Gill 

 

 

Students Engage 

WELCOME TO THE WINNERS CIRCLE  

 

Honor Recitals from November 2020  

Submitted by Patrice Hunt 

Watch the winning students of UMTA teachers perform at the Hon-
ors Recitals held in November 2020.  We had 40 students and 17 
teachers represented. Throughout the state there were five recitals 
held on Friday and three on Saturday. Honor Recital entrants were 
the winners selected from the Performance Evaluations held each 
fall.  

Recitals are posted on the website.  https://bit.ly/2NLx16b  

 

Concerto Competition Winners  

Congratulations to the students and teachers of the instrumental and piano 
concerto competitions. In addition to the list of winners, you can view the first
-place winner’s performance. Click on the name of the first-place winner and 
view the submitted performance  

Visit https://bit.ly/3e37y2S  

 

Piano Concerto Competition winners  

Submitted by Cassie Mayfield 

 
Elementary Division Winners: 
1st: #E5 Shelby R. Gan, student of Luke Hancock:  Mozart, Concerto in AM, No. 12, 
K. 414, I. 
2nd: #E7 Alvin Gao, student of Luke Hancock: Mozart, Concerto in AM, No. 23, 
K.488, I. 
3rd: #E3 Brooklyn Lee, student of Whitney Pizza: Mozart, Concerto No.21 in             
C Major, K.467, III. 
HM: #E6 Edward Yida Pan, student of Luke Hancock: Haydn, Concerto in DM, Hob. 
XVIII:11, I. 

The opening session of MTNA’s Virtual Conference this year features An-
gela Myles Beeching. As a music career coach and cellist, Angela has 
helped musicians for the past 25 years find their spark and define a plan 
of how to get to where they want to be. Read the article in this month’s 
issue of AMT to discover one pianist’s journey with Angela. 

“Time management is one of those issues that doesn’t go away for musi-
cians. For Angela, time management is closely related to stress...Angela 
advises musicians to keep their phones off for a few hours and start the 
day with creative work, whether that be practice, composing or thinking 
creatively about growing one’s studio. ‘What I notice is that the happier 
people are the ones who prioritize and then really live what they set out 
to do. It’s not going to mean that you’ve got more hours in the day, but it 
will mean that you’re more resilient. If we don’t prioritize, we’re always 
playing catch up and resenting how we’re spending our time.’” 

Jeremy Siskind, “My Journey with Angela Myles Beeching,” American 
Music Teacher, February/March 2021, p.42, 43 
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Junior High Division Winners: 

1st: #JH4 Conrad Flake, student of Ning Lu: Chopin, Concerto No. 2 in Fm, Op. 21, I. 
2nd: #JH5 Isabella Bueno, student of Koji Attwood: Beethoven, Piano Concerto No. 
2, B flat Maj, Op. 19, I. 
3rd: #JH10 Victor N. Young, student of Ning Lu: Beethoven, Piano Concerto No.1 in 
C major, Op.15, I. 
HM: #JH7 Olivia Jiang, student of Jie Lu: Beethoven, Piano Concerto No. 2, B flat 
Maj, Op. 19, I. 
HM: #JH2 Sophie Zheng, student of Ning Lu: Schumann, Concerto in Am, Op.54, I. 
 
High School  Division Winners: 

1st: #HS4 David Sun, student of Irene Peery-Fox: Liszt, Totentanz, d minor, 
S. 126 
2nd: #HS11 Marquessa Torbensen, student of Ralph van der Beek: Bach, 
Keyboard Concerto No. 1 in D Minor, BWV 1052: III.  
3rd: #HS8 Michael Silas, student of Kimi Kawashima: Saint-Saens, Piano 
Concerto No. 2, Op. 22 in G minor: I  
HM: #HS1 Ryan Chen, student of Gary Amano: Saint-Saens, Piano Concer-
to No. 2, Op. 22 in G minor: I  
HM: #HS3 Will Merkley, student of Amy Merkley: Tchaikovsky, Piano Con-
certo No. 1 in b-flat minor, Op. 23, III. 
 
Collegiate Division Winners: 

1st: #C7 Brooke Ballard, student of Scott Holden: Mendelssohn, Piano Con-
certo No.1 in G Minor, Op. 25, III. 
2nd: #C1 Ting-Yu (Cindy) Lu, student of Yu-Jane Yang: Chopin, Concerto 
No. 2 in Fm, Op. 21, I. 
3rd: #C2 Chia-Li Chou, student of Yu-Jane Yang: Beethoven, Piano Concer-
to No. 5 in E flat major, Op. 73, I. 
HM: #C3 Hao-Wen Chang, student of Cahill Smith: Rachmaninoff, Piano 
Concerto No. 2, c minor, Op. 18, III 

 

Instrumental Concerto Competition Winners  

Submitted by Rebecca Udy  

 

String Concerto Winners 

Junior High Division Winners:  

1st: Della Gardner, student of Eugene Watanabe, Prokofiev: Violin Concerto 
No. 1 in D Major, Op. 19, movement I  

2nd: Brooklyn Thatcher, student of Eugene Watanabe, Bruch Violin Concerto 
no. 1 in G Minor, first movement  

3rd: Whitney Baron, student of Chandelle Fairbanks, Concerto No. 4 in D 
Major, 1st Mvt, K. 218 by Mozart (Cadenza by Joseph Joachim)  

High School Division Winners:  

1st: Alina Baron, student of Chandelle Fairbanks, Concerto No. 2 in D minor, 
Opus 22, 3rd mvt by Henryk Wieniawski  

2nd: Elizabeth LeBaron, student of Shi-Hwa Wang, Mozart Violin Concerto 4 
in D Major, Movement 1 and Cadenza  

Collegiate Division Winners:  

1st: Sean Huang, student of Shi-Hwa Wang, Peter Tchaikovsky Violin Con-
certo in D Major, Opus 35, First Movement  

2nd: Wiktoria Aleksandra Kolodziejczyk, student of Shi-Hwa Wang, H. 
Wieniawski - Violin Concerto No.2 in D minor, Op.22 mtv 1  

Winds Concerto Winners:  

Elementary Division Winners  

1st: Molly Pickett, student of Cindy Henderson, L'Arlesienne Suite No. 

 2: III. Minuetto by Georges Bizet, Arranged by Toshio Takahashi  



 6 Junior High Division Winners: 

1st: Olivia Iachimciuc, student of Nancy Toone, B. Molique: Andante from 
First concerto for Flute in F Major, op. 69  

2nd: Leah Keyes, student of Nancy Toone, Concerto in G Major, Movement 1  

High School Division Winners:  

1st: Lillie Gardner, student of Cindy Henderson, W.A.Mozart Flute Concerto 
No.2 in D Major k.314  

2nd: David Bennet, student of Cindy Henderson, Mozart flute concerto No. 2 
in D major mvt 3 k. 314  

3rd: Rebecca Fleming, student of Nancy Toone, Concerto No. 2 in D major 
by Mozart, 1st Movement  

Collegiate Division Winners: 

1st: Isaac Sanabria, student of Christian Smith, Mozart Bassoon Concerto in 
Bb major, K.191, First movement  

2nd: Sarah Johnson, student of April Clayton, Concerto for Flute and Orches-
tra, Op. 8, Otar Gordeli  

 

 

 

 
UMTA Conference 2020 
 
Enjoy all the state conference sessions until June 2021 
 
Take it from someone who has watched every presentation, they are all well 

worth the time. You might also like to know that most of our vendors are still 

offering conference discounts on products and merchandise. Now that's an 

offer you can't refuse! Just say "yes!"   

Conference link: 2020 UMTA Conference - Virtual 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Connect with us on Social Media 

Facebook: Utah Music Teachers Association  

Facebook Members Discussion Group: Utah Music Teachers Asso-

ciation 

Instagram: Utah_mta 

Website: www.utahmta.org 

 

https://utahmta.org/cgi-bin/umta.cgi?action=view_page&page=conf_ol1

