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UTAH State Conference was a Historic Success   

Thanks to Denise Frost and her committee we now have officially held 
a virtual conference.  Thanks to all who attended and participated to 
make this historic event happen.   

UMTA Conference Chair, Denise Frost, would like to thank all of the many peo-
ple who generously gave of their time and talents to create a very successful, 
first ever, UMTA Online Conference! Thank you for saying "YES!"  

Article continued on page 3 

 

 

MTNA Chamber Music application due December 2, 2020 

MTNA Two Piano Competition application due                             
3:00 p.m. Eastern Time, January 4, 2021 

Completed application and uploaded videos due 

UMTA State Concerto Competition  

Registration opens January 2, 2021 and closes at midnight on January 16, 

2021. 

The 2021 UMTA Instrumental Concerto Competition will be held February 7, 

2021. The 2021 UMTA Piano Concerto Competition will be held February 13-

14. Both competitions will be held online this year due to continuing issues with 

COVID-19. 

 

Videos must be uploaded no later than midnight, January 31, 2021.  

MTNA eFestival 

The MTNA eFestival is an online-only performance opportunity where you re-
ceive a constructive critique from a highly qualified evaluator.  
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Welcome! I hope that this newslet-
ter finds you well and happy. The 
past few months have been chal-
lenging, to say the least. UMTA 
members have certainly met these 
challenges with an amazing amount 
of courage and stamina. Thank you 
for your ongoing service and willing-
ness to give of your time and talents 
to UMTA and to your community. 
It’s inspiring to read of all the 
achievements accomplished by 
many of our members in this news-
letter.  

May you stay healthy and safe dur-
ing the upcoming months and may 
music fill your homes and studios 
with joy.  

Paula Manwaring, NCTM            



 2 MTNA Virtual National Conference                      

The 2021 Virtual Conference will be held March 13–17, 2021.   

Royal Conservatory Program—NEW to UMTA 

In 2019, Utah Music Teachers Association formally adopted The RCM Certifi-

cate Program as an official national assessment program. 

 

From beginner to advanced, The RCM Certificate Program provides an inter-

nationally renowned standard of music education and achievement. 

Check Utahmta.org for more information on student programs offered through 
Utah Music Teachers Association 

Teacher Certification Study Group 

Lori Serr, our state certification chairman, will be hosting an online Zoom 
study group for teacher certification.  It will be held each month on the 2nd 
Wednesday from 10-11 AM.  The next study group will be on December 
9.  Come Join us. 

Contact Lori for more information or to let her know you’d like to 
join.  serr.lori@gmail.com@icloud.com 

 

 

 

Advocacy Through Act ion SPOTLIGHT  

Submitted by Cody Goetz  

The December newsletter Arts Advocacy column is dedicated to the 
2020 Arts Advocacy Through Action Award Winner, Heart & Soul. A 
statewide arts nonprofit, Heart & Soul’s mission is to heal the human spir-
it by bringing music and performing arts to isolated people. Check out our 
short interview about how the organization works and how to help your 
students get involved with impacting the community positively through 
music! 

This month I've included a short video interview with our 2020 Arts Advo-
cacy Recipient. You can find the shareable link here: https://
youtu.be/5Ur4Bfqd3-s  

Member  SPOTLIGHT  

Shane Bowles—Timpanogos Chapter 

Shane teaches in Eagle Mountain and travels to students' homes. He has 
also written and published several music teaching books covering begin-
ning to intermediate material and focus on learning the scales and chords 
in order to better sight-read, play by ear, compose, accompany, etc. His 
books are useful for students who play for recreation as well as those 
learning their scales and chords and how to compose.  

Shane's son, Ethan was involved in a terrible accident last summer.  A 
bebe from an air rifle pierced his skull, went through his brain and rico-
cheted back through. After many miracles, Ethan is doing well and is 
nearly completely healed. We rejoice with Shane and his family that 
things have progressed so well. He and his family are grateful for the 
thoughtful comments, prayers and notes for a speedy recovery they have 
received.  

mailto:lori.serr@icloud.com
https://youtu.be/5Ur4Bfqd3-s
https://youtu.be/5Ur4Bfqd3-s
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Rowena  Bunce—The Bridgerland Chapter  

Rowena grew up in Cache Valley and currently lives in Hyrum. She has 
been teaching piano for almost 10 years. She actually taught her very first 
lessons while she was serving her mission in Poland. She later started 
teaching consistently when her kids were little. A friend had wanted her to 
start teaching her daughter, so Rowena decided if she was going to 
teach, she'd better get involved in UMTA and AIM. She is a proud product 
of the AIM program (although it was called 
Student Achievement way back when it was 
taught to her!) She remembered the valua-
ble, well-rounded curriculum that AIM gave 
her as a student, and she knew she needed 
to give her students the same experience. 
She loves the AIM program and feels it has 
made her a better teacher and made her 
students better pianists. Rowena currently 
teaches over 20 students, including all 4 of 
her own children. She is constantly looking 
for teaching tools and techniques to make 
music fun and engaging. Rowena loves be-
ing involved in UMTA. She truly values the camaraderie of her fellow 
chapter members and enjoys learning and sharing with them. Rowena 
has served as the Bridgerland Chapter president and is currently over 
performance evaluations and membership in Bridgerland.  She also 
serves as the Local Chapters/New Membership Chair for the state.    

Davis Chapter Monster Concert 

What does 35 teachers, 268 performers, 14 ensembles,1 percussionist, 2 
concerts and 12 pianos (2 grands & 10 uprights) donated by Daynes 
equal?   

One huge monster concert hosted by the Davis Chapter. The Chapter 
raised $27,325 to donate four Boston upright pianos  to Center Point Leg-
acy Theatre’s Academy.  This opportunity gave the Davis Chapter a 
chance to reach out to other teachers and studios to participate in two 
unforgettable performances in November 2019.    

Teachers and students performed pieces such as the Avengers and Bal-
loon Pop Polka. with a percussionist The new pianos will benefit the acad-
emy where 500 children participate each week in musical theatre produc-
tions and instruction. 
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UMTA host Historic  2020 Virtual State Conference 
YOUMTA  Just. Say. YES! 
 
By all accounts, the first-ever virtual state conference is a big hit!  Past conference registration 
numbers have tallied between 230-250. As of Saturday, November 7, 438 people have regis-
tered for the online conference. Forty three guests from out of state were included in that 
number, with the farthest attendee signing in from Connecticut! Approximately 70 non-
members from Utah have registered.  
 
The UMTA State Board made the decision to offer the UMTA 2020 Online State Conference 
free of charge this year for two reasons. First, we understand the difficulties faced by every-
one in 2020, and music teachers in particular. We wanted to offer a gift of hope; a determina-
tion that we are not so easily defeated. Second, it is our belief that those who find value and 
joy in the learning environment embodied by UMTA will want to join us.  
 
Attendees this year included several distinguished guests at a reception honoring Dr.Yu-Jane 
Yang as MTNA's selection for Teacher of the Year 2020. Among more than one hundred 
guests were Dr. Gary Ingle, CEO of MTNA, Dr. Martha Hilley, MTNA President, Dr. Randall 
Faber, Dr. E.L. Lancaster, Professor Lydia Artymiw (former teacher of Yu-Jane) and Dr. Brad 
Mortensen, President of Weber State University, as well as many other distinguished faculty 
members and colleagues from around the world. Teachers, colleagues, students, and family 
members all joined in for a very successful celebration, with a few guests coming from as far 
away as Taiwan! If you were not able to be there, you can now enjoy it as a recording on the 
conference website: utahmta.org  
 
Our keynote speaker, Dr. Martha Hilley, gave us much to think about as we look at our lives in 
perspective and realize that we as teachers are always learning and will continue to love and 
learn going forward.  
 
Dr. E.L. Lancaster's presentations were invaluable for us all, particularly as we teach begin-
ners, finding ways to instill a lifetime of musical enjoyment into the learning process. If you 
have not yet watched all of Dr. Lancaster's and Dr. Hilley's presentations, make it a priority! 
     
Misha Galant, Concert Artist for this conference, and former student of Dr. Yu-Jane Yang, 
created a fantastic performance for us through the wonders of technology. How blessed we 
were to be able to hear him play Chopin, Wild, and Rachmaninoff! His imagination, skill, and 
work ethic combined not only in his performance, but in the way he taught at the Collegiate 
Master Class.  
 
A few unexpected and lovely things happened at this virtual conference. Donations to the 
Foundation Fund were very generous, proving yet again that music teachers are generally 
awesome people! We also felt very fortunate to be able to find ways to honor those students 
and teachers who had won awards and competitions. Please check out the awards ceremony, 
and student and teacher award slideshows. It's just fun to see what has been accomplished 
by our colleagues and our clients this past year. 
 
We feel especially indebted to our advertisers, showcases, and exhibitors who took a leap of 
faith with us into the unknown. Their online exhibits and showcases are so well done, and so 
many excellent products and services have been made available to us.  
 
Last but certainly not least is the awesome and never-before-available opportunity to attend 
every single presentation! You've got to check them all out, they are all extremely worthy! In 
the words of our young students, “They're money!” We owe a huge thank you to all of our 
amazing presenters for figuring out how to make an excellent presentation work online. It 
wasn't easy, but they did it. 
      
Going virtual for the 2020 UMTA State Conference was a big decision, but it certainly was the 
right thing to do. It took a lot of generous help from a lot of skilled and dedicated people to pull 
it off. Thanks to each one of you and to all who have, are, and will attend! Thanks for saying 
“YES.” 
 

Engage through Education  

Spotlight from the AMT Magazine    

submitted by Cody Goetz 

“How to Keep Teaching When the Sky is Falling” by Paola Savvidou, DMA, 
NCTM is an aptly named article for the crazy pandemic times that we live in. 
Found in the October/November 2020 issue of AMT, Savvidou writes about 



 5 an all-too-common experience of exhaustion among piano teachers.         
Her anecdotes are relatable, and reassuring to know that, even in our own 
isolation, someone else shares a similar experience.  

To cope with the anxiety and exhaustion, Savvidou offers a series of mindful-
ness practices that teachers can do at their chairs or around their house that 
helps ground them in the present moment and practice self-care. This inward 
attention, she says, is necessary for teachers in order to recharge ourselves 
and therefore be able to impact our students’ lives positively through music. 

Students Engage 
WELCOME TO THE WINNERS CIRCLE  

UMTA only Composition Competition:  

Submitted by Moragh Morrison 

Beautifully designed UMTA Awards booklets were sent to the eleven winners, along 

with certificates to cherish. Each of their hard-working teachers were sent a booklet, 

too. A special word of thanks to Denise Frost for all her help! I could not have man-

aged this without her. 

Winners 

Senior High: Eleanor Smith, Student of Scott Holden 

Junior High: Spencer Sanders, Student of Kevin Olson 

Elementary: Will Woods, Student of Juliet Preston 

MTNA/UMTA Composition Competition:  

Submitted by Steve Erickson 

The MTNA composition competition had 7 entries from Utah in 3 categories.  Natalie 

Campbell was selected as the judge. 

Winners 

Junior category: Max Stephens, “The Quest,” Student of Sherstine Stephens 

Senior category: Spencer Sanders, “A Lighthouse in the Distance,” Student of Kevin 

Olson 

Young Artist category: Jacob Jessop, “Musical Moment,” Student of Shane Bowles 

2020-2021 MTNA Piano Performance Competition for Utah:  

Submitted by Patrice Hunt 

This competition was moved to an online format for the first time in UMTA history 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Despite the learning curve of doing something 

we’ve never done before, the competition went extremely well with 40 entrants rep-

resenting 17 teachers. This year’s judges included Giorgi Latso, recently returned 

from Vienna School of Music where he was on faculty for six years; Kairy Koshoeva, 

originally from Russia and on faculty at Princeton School of Music; and Del Parkin-

son, head of Piano at Boise State University. 

 

Winners 

Jr. High: Samuel Lu, Student of Ning Lu 

Sr. High: Ariel Wong, Student of Scott Holden 

Young Artist: Mariah Sam, Student of Scott Holden and Irene Peery-Fox 

Duets- Representative: Angel Wang and Joyce Wang, students of Ning Lu 

2020-2021 MTNA Instrumental Performance Competition for 
Utah – submitted by Elizabeth Lund 

Held online October 22-24,2020, 20 entrants submitted videotaped performances in 
advance. Judges were provided links to the anonymous performances. Judge Ballot-
ing was conducted by email. Competition results were emailed to all entrants, their 
parents/guardians, and teachers in each division on Saturday afternoon. The names 
of all the Winners, Alternates and Honorable Mentions are listed on utahmta.org and 
performance videos of the Winners are available as part of this year’s UMTA Online 
Conference 

Winners were chosen in Junior and Senior String; Junior, Senior, and Young Artist 

Woodwind; and Senior Voice to represent Utah in the Southwest Division competi-

tion. In addition to the Winners, two State Representatives in Young Artist String and 

Young Artist Voice also automatically advance to the Southwest Division Competi-

tion as they were the only entrants in their respective category. 

http://utahmta.org/
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Help Us Grow  

The Help Us Grow campaign had a lot of action. We 
had hundreds of emails, texts, and social media posts 
inviting music colleagues to grow with us! Thank you 
for sharing testimonials about why you are a member 
of   UMTA and your local chapter. 
  
We got the ball rolling to reach out and share the bene-
fits of membership so our chapters and state organiza-
tions could grow with talented individuals. Sharing is 
always a win-win. Results are not always immediate and contacting someone 
to check out a chapter can often take multiple contacts before someone will 
come to a meeting or join UMTA. Watch for future campaigns to keep reach-
ing out!  
 
First-time members joining after January 1, 2021 receive a prorated rate 
through MTNA . 
 
Your Members Benefits include  
 
UMTA Conference 2020 
Enjoy all the state conference sessions until June 2021 

 
MTNA Virtual 2020 Conference 
Now available  for MTNA members only 

Winners of Help Us Grow Campaign 

 

1 year Subscription to My Music Staff   

Winner - Laurisa Cope 

Prize gifted to Cassandria  Mayfield 

 

$50 Visa Gift Card   

Winner - Young Ran Price 

 

 

4 month Piano Marvel Subscription  

Winner - Denise Frost 

 

 

Connect with us on Social Media 

Facebook   Utah Music Teachers Association  and  

Utah Music Teachers Association— Members Discussion Group (Private) 

Instagram   Utah_mta 

Utahmta.org 


